
 

 

                                                                                        

SunRidge Bulletin 

Welcome back from Ms. Kalen! 
It is a great happiness to see the children, both new and returning, and to hear their 
voices and laughter on the playground and while participating in class activities. 
Our first day's Rose Ceremony is a wonderful tradition welcoming the first graders 
who are beginning their journey through the grades, as well as acknowledging the 8th 
graders who are embarking on their final year.  Thank you, parents, for choosing 
SunRidge School for your children. We're off to a smooth start! 
 
New faces 
Ms. Dana Gundling, parent of a second grader, is our Spanish Teacher in grades 4th-
8th and the Home Study Program. Spanish will be twice weekly beginning next week. 
 
Kathleen Austin is the new Choir Teacher for 5th-8th grades. 
 
Our Instructional aides this year are: 
1st Grade: Dayla Greenfield 
2nd Grade: Nicole Greaney 
3rd-5th Grade: Amanda Rose Hopkins 
6th-8th Grade: Cristina Gosling 
 
1st Day Packets 
First Day Packets are being sent home this week with your child. Please read, 
complete, and return the emergency contact card (white, half-sheet), emergency 
contact form (salmon), directory form (green), and Walk/Bike Permission (half sheet 
purple) IMMEDIATELY! 
 
Appreciations 
Thank you to Jana Lombardo, Amber Risucci and the Parent Council for providing 
lunch during the Faculty and Staff Professional Development Day on August 20th. 
Thank you also to Parent Council members for hosting the Kindergarten Parent Tea. 
Thank you to everyone who helped prepare the classrooms and playgrounds on both 
campuses prior to school's start. There is always so much to do in the days before 
school begins and with many hands helping, so much gets accomplished easily and 
well.  
The Tibetan monks returned for a special assembly today where they sang and 
meditated with the students of grades 2-8, and offered a blessing of prosperity. 
Special thanks to Marcus and Miho Pizzorno for this opportunity.  
 
Students Walking or Biking From School? 
The school is responsible for the safety of your children until they are released to 
you each day. If you wish to allow your child to walk or ride their bike home or to 
some other designated after-school location, we will need you to fill out the form for 
that purpose that is in your first day packet. 
 
Communications 
Our primary means for communicating important information to parents is though 
our Weekly Bulletin. We send it out by email if you are on our email list, and provide 
hard copies outside the office if email doesn't work for you. Please read the bulletin 
every week in order to stay informed, and if you change your email address, let us 
know! 
 
From Mr. T ��� 
Welcome back parents and players of the middle school! I'm very excited for  
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Calendar 

 
Wednesday, August 23rd: 
First Day of School! 
 
Wednesday, August 23rd: 
Rose Ceremony  
9:50am on the playground 
 
Wednesday, August 23rd: 
Early Release 
Grades 1-3 @ 12:50pm 
Grades 4-8 @1:00pm 
 
Friday, August 25th: 
Early Release (see above) 
 
Monday, August 28th: 
Library Cleaning Party 
8:30-10:30am 
 
Monday, September 4th:  
School Closed –Labor Day 
 
Wednesday, September 6th:  
Heirloom Festival 3rd/4th Grade 
9:30am-2:30pm 
 
Wednesday, September 6th:  
4th Grade Parent Evening 
5:30-7:00pm 
 
Friday, September 15th: 
4th Grade Field Trip to Sturgeon’s Mill 
9:00am-2:45pm 
 
Sunday, Sept. 24th –Monday, Sept. 25th  
7th Grade Field Trip to Balclutha SF 
 
Thursday, September 28th: 
Festival of Courage 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1

Welcome Back! 
1st Day Packet 
Keep a lookout for the 1st day packet that will be coming home with your child 
today. The packet contains important information and forms that will need to be 
filled out and returned to the office such as: 

• Emergency card 
• School and Parent Agreement 
• Emergency Contact Information 
• School Directory Form  

Kindergarten Tea 
Tomorrow morning at 8:30am returning Kindergarten families would like to 
invite all Kindergarten families to join us for tea and treats in the garden outside 
the office. If you are a returning Kindergarten family feel free to bring a tasty 
treat to share with the group. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Vision & Mission 
Vision 
The vision for students and the school community that supports them is to 
create a safe and caring educational environment where parents, teachers, staff, 
children, and the land we share come together to nurture each student’s 
intellectual, artistic, emotional, social, and physical development.  
 
Students will graduate with a love of learning well-prepared to pursue further 
academic and personal goals, and motivated to make positive contributions to 
the world.  
 
Mission 
We progress toward our vision for our students and our school community by: 

• Striving to meet the educational needs of each child at every stage of 
his or her growth through a curriculum based on the core principles of 
Public Waldorf Education (see Appendix). 

• Supporting our students in developing capacities for independent and 
creative thinking, self-confidence, self-directed learning, social and 
environmental responsibility, and in affirming individual and cultural 
diversity.  

• Governing our school based on the principles of participation, 
collaboration, cooperation, and open communication, accountability, 
respect for individuality and diversity, and a shared responsibility 
toward the life of the community.  

• Attracting and supporting excellent teachers and staff. 
• Cultivating and encouraging parent and school participation through 

education, community, and contribution. 

Calling All Carpenters 
We have several small projects around the school that need the help from a few 
skilled carpenters. For example, adding trim the hallway bulletin boards. If you 
have the time and the expertise please call and leave a message for Willie or 
Kalen at 824-2844. 
 
Woodworking Teacher Needed! 
Do you have woodworking skills? We are still seeking a Woodworking teacher 
for grades 6-8. The position is 5 hours/week and you would be working with 14 
students at a time. We would consider starting with an interested parent until 
we can find a teacher. If you know of someone please call Ms. Kalen 824-2844.  
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Pledges received through 
June 26, 2017: 

$224,000 
 

Pledge Participation Rate:  
87% 

 

In the graph to the right, 
light grey represents the 
pledge revenue that was 

needed to be on track toward 
our annual goal, and the 
dark grey shows the final 

amount of pledges received 
for the 2016-17 school year. 

 

$225,000 

$200,000 

$175,000 

$150,000 

$125,000 

$75,000 

$50,000 

$25,000 

2016-17 Final Pledge Report 
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Summer Projects 
Our school continued to transform even over the summer. 
Some of the projects included: 

• Painting classrooms, hallways and the office. 
• Replacing the playground border with wood. 
• Replacing a counter in the 8th grade classroom. 
• Installation of sound baffles in the Dragonfly 

Kindergarten. 
• The excavation of a warning track on the field for 

morning runs. 
• Constructing a new sandbox area. 
• Repairing and replacing the asphalt and turnout area. 
• And a special thank you goes to Sarah Risucci for 

building the gazebo in the Kindergarten play area.  

Garden Appreciation 
Stepping back on campus our garden has never looked more 
beautiful. Thank you to all those who tended to the garden 
during the summer including David Bush, Sasha Prosser, Esther 
Allison, Willie Slubik, and Tracy Kinney. Thank you also to 
Jeremiah James and Ms. Nessa for the ongoing garden 
development, especially the placement of the big stones in the 
garden by the library.  
 
Help Our Library Sparkle for the New School Year 
Monday, August 28th, 8:30 - 10:30 
Please help us spruce up our library by washing shelves, dusting 
books, whisking away summer's dirt off the windows and in 
general, giving our library that sparkling clean look that will 
make it even more inviting to our students.  Cloths, eco-friendly 
soap, whiskbrooms and buckets will be provided plus lots of 
appreciation for your help.  Come for an hour after you drop 
your child(ren) off or stay for the full two hours.  Younger 
children are welcome to play in the middle of the library while 
we work. Look forward to seeing you! Dianne Namkung 
diannenamkung@gmail.com 
 
School Start/End Times & Pick-up Windows 

• REMINDER: This whole week is early release for the 
grades (see times below). 

Please remember how important it is to get your child to 
school before 8:25am for the grades, and by 8:30am for 
kindergarten. Getting back into a good rhythm of bedtimes and 
rising times helps support your child to more easily integrate 
back into his or her school schedule.  Also, if your child arrives 
at school after 8:25am they must check-in at the office before 
going to their classroom. Below is the schedule for new school 
year. Please note the change in regular dismissal 
time for the 1st grade and 4th-8th grades.  
 

Grade Class 
Starts 

Pick-up Window* 

 
Kindergarten 
 

 
8:30am 

 
12:30pm 
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Grades 1-8  
 

Regular Days 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Release 
Days 

 
 

8:25am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:25am 

 
 

1st Grade: 2:30–2:40pm 
 
2nd Grade: 2:30–2:40pm 
 
3rd Grade: 2:30–2:40pm 
 

4th-8th Grade: 3:00–
3:10pm 

 

Grades 1-3: 12:50–
1:00pm 

 
4th-8th Grade: 1:00–

1:15pm 
 

*PLEASE pick up your child during the pick up window time 
listed as this helps reduce traffic congestion at and near the 
school. Staff are off duty at the end of the pick-up window 
times. Children must be picked up by this time.  
 

• Grades supervision is provided before school on 
the side playground between 8:00-8:25am. Please, 
no drop-offs before 8:00am. 

• For the grades, early release days are every 
Thursday as well as the additional days listed on the 
school calendar.  

• All students must be supervised after school, 
including intervals between pick-up times. 
Unsupervised students are brought to the office to 
call home or call other on their emergency card.  

 
Mentor our kids in a sport! 
SunRidge is looking for parents who are interested in 
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coaching any of two sports:  coed cross-country running, and 
a boys' basketball team (grades 6-8).  Cross-country has 
5 Tuesday meet dates: 9/19, 9/26, 10/3, 10/10, 10/17, and 
practices are flexible to your schedule.  The boys' season runs 
from early October (practices) up to the winter break.  The 
gym is conditionally available for practices as well.  Please see 
Mr. T and Theresa for more details.  Help our athletics 
program grow and thrive! 
 
Hot Lunch for September and October 
For September and October Hot Lunch, grades 3-8 can order 
by filling out the September-October Hot Lunch form and 
attaching payment. Forms and payment can be dropped off in 
the Hot Lunch folder that is attached to Erin’s desk in the 
office. Pick up your form outside the office.  
 
Aftercare Update 
We have been developing plans to offer aftercare with the 
help of Deanna Kempthorne and are currently posting for 2 
positions (job descriptions are on the THUSD website: 
http://www.thusd.k12.ca.us/cms/page_view?d=x&piid=&vpid=1
330250586181) If you need immediate arrangements please 
contact the office for referrals.   
 
CYO Basketball 
Registration for the St. Sebastian CYO Basketball program for 
3rd through 8th graders is now open and will close on 
September 3rd. Spaces for each grade level are limited and are 
processed on a first come, first served basis. Written 
information about the registration process is available at the 
office. To register, go to www.sscyo.com. Email John 
Namkung at jknamkung@gmail.com if you have questions. 
 
School Calendar 
Our school calendar for this 2017-18 school year is now 
available. Please pick up your copy outside the main office or 
download it from our website and keep it handy for reference, 
noting holidays and breaks so you can plan your vacations 
accordingly.   
 
Drop off and Parking 
Students may be dropped off in the morning at either the 
front drop-off area or the back drop-off area no earlier than 
8am. All grades students are picked up at the yellow loading 
zone at the rear entrance of the school. You may also park in 
the back parking lot if you wish to escort your child to or 
from your vehicle. Please leave the front parking lot spaces for 
Kindergarten parents who must walk their young children to 
their classrooms at the front of the campus. Do not park in 
the yellow-marked loading zones in either the front or back! 
As a courtesy to our residential neighbors, please park on 
campus in designated areas in the back parking lot if you wish 
to escort your child to or from your vehicle.  
 

Play Arches Needed for 
Kindergarten 
A set of play arches is needed for 
the Kindergarten. We have the 
stands; we just need a pair of 
arches. To the left is a photo of 
what we are looking for. 
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A Note From Parent Council 
Welcome back! The Parent Council fulfills a valuable place in 
our community, organizing and creating fundraising events that 
help to generate money to our individual class funds. These 
funds are used to help off-set the cost of all of the incredible 
field trips that our children get to go on that are a valuable 
part of their curriculum and education.  
 
We have 3 main events that we lead: The Falling Leaves 
Festival, The Community Dinner and The Community Dance. 
We have designed these events to be Fun-raisers as well as 
Fundraisers. We are also a key part of coordinating 
volunteerism in our community.  
 
With that introduction, wouldn't you like to volunteer to join 
us?? We meet the first Monday of each month at 7pm in the 
library. We need a new treasurer and reps for every class. 
Currently we have about half the school represented. Please 
email SunRidgeparentcouncil@gmail.com or let your class 
teacher know you'd like to sign up. 
 
Looking forward to another wonderful year together! 
Amber Risucci-Chair of the PC  
 
Email Policy 
Communication is most effective person-to-person where the 
full range of language and meaning is expressed through eye 
contact, tone, pitch, and other social cues. For this reason, we 
request that emails be used for informational purposes and 
not as a forum for discussion and debate.  Disputes or 
disagreements are best addressed in a medium other than 
email, such as a face-to-face meeting.  
 
SunRidge teachers use a class email group list to communicate 
with parents.  This email list is for the classroom teacher’s use 
for sharing information regarding class news, events, and other 
class-specific communications at the teacher’s discretion.   
 
If a parent wishes to send a group email to parents and/or 
teachers, it is the school’s policy that a prior request is made 
to the respective class teacher or the director. For example, 
the class parent may, at the direction of the teacher, send out 
a group email regarding an upcoming class event.  Email is a 
quick, convenient way to communicate and reduces paper 
use.  To ensure that messages don’t confuse or exclude 
others, it is important to keep in mind “best practices” for 
email etiquette within our community.  Keep email language 
brief, specific, objective, and solution-oriented.   
 
The SunRidge directory is provided to facilitate 
communication between members of our community for 
sharing information such as assignment due dates, social 
invitations, and arranging carpools.  Please respect that our 
directory is for the use of SunRidge community members for 
school related business only and should not be used for 
promotional, marketing, solicitation, political purposes, or 
dispute resolution.  
 
Cell Phone Reminder 
SunRidge has a no-cell-phones-with-students-during-the-
school-day policy. Please have them leave cell phones at home 
unless they really need one for important after school 
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communication. Students with cell phones need to drop 
them off in the school office in the morning and can pick 
them up after school is out. Our students have been very 
responsible in following this rule and it works smoothly. 
We also ask that parents refrain from using their cell 
phones in any school building or area when students are 
present. Thank you for your cooperation with this. 
 
Dress Code Policy 
SunRidge has a dress code. Please review it prior to 
shopping for school clothing. In addition, the dress code has 
expectations for hair, makeup and jewelry. You can 
download a copy of our policy from our website by clicking 
here: http://www.sunridgeschool.org/quickreference-
information.html    
 
Reminder: Please label your child's clothing with their last 
name and don't forget to check the Lost & Found. 
 
Need a Tutor? 
I am a Waldorf educator of 20 years and I am now available 
for tutoring. I have worked with students from 6 years old 
to16, teaching all the subjects of the Waldorf 
curriculum.  My tutoring style uses imaginative and 
motivating images, combined with rigorous adherence to 
academic standards. I have a flexible schedule and I'm willing 
to travel to you.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you and working with your 
child or student. 
 
Warmly, 
Adam Stopeck 
astopeck@ gmail.com  
(707) 861-3873 
 

Classified + Community Events 
At the end of every week’s bulletin, a section titled 

Community Events will appear containing happenings in the 
community that may be of interest to SunRidge families. 

The Classified section will follow containing not-for-profit 
ads regarding housing, items for sale, and other community 

needs. Please email your requests for these sections to 
Makena in the SunRidge office mcollin@twinhillsusd.org for 
review and possible placement in future bulletins. Requests 

should be submitted no later than the end of the day on 
Monday every week. 

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Agrarian Games – Celebrate Sustainable 
Agriculture! 
The 4th Annual Agrarian Games and Farmers Market is on 
September 16th at the Petaluma Fairgrounds. Come join in 
the celebration of sustainable agriculture, local food and 
family farms. There will be food, music and farm-themed 
games for all ages.  
 
For more information and tickets please visit:  
http://www.farmersguild.org/aggames2017.html 
 

CLASSIFIED 
(We can list rentals; parents selling used items, free items, lost and 
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found, or trades. With the exception of private, after-school care 
available for SunRidge students, we do not list for-profit business 

ads. After 2-3 publications, ads will automatically be dropped) 
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