
 

 

                                                                                        

SunRidge Bulletin 

Welcome back from Ms. Kalen! 
It is a great happiness to see the children, both new and returning, and to hear their 
voices and laughter on the playground and while participating in class activities. 
Our first day's Rose Ceremony is a wonderful tradition welcoming the first graders 
who are beginning their journey through the grades, as well as acknowledging the 8th 
graders who are embarking on their final year.  Thank you, parents, for choosing 
SunRidge School for your children. We're off to a smooth start! 
 
New faces 
Ms. Dana Gundling, parent of a second grader, is our Spanish Teacher in grades 4th-
8th and the Home Study Program. Spanish will be twice weekly beginning next week. 
 
Kathleen Austin is the new Choir Teacher for 5th-8th grades. 
 
Our Instructional aides this year are: 
1st Grade: Dayla Greenfield 
2nd Grade: Nicole Greaney 
3rd-5th Grade: Amanda Rose Hopkins 
6th-8th Grade: Cristina Gosling 
 
1st Day Packets 
First Day Packets are being sent home this week with your child. Please read, 
complete, and return the emergency contact card (white, half-sheet), emergency 
contact form (salmon), directory form (green), and Walk/Bike Permission (half sheet 
purple) IMMEDIATELY! 
 
Appreciations 
Thank you to Jana Lombardo, Amber Risucci and the Parent Council for providing 
lunch during the Faculty and Staff Professional Development Day on August 20th. 
Thank you also to Parent Council members for hosting the Kindergarten Parent Tea. 
Thank you to everyone who helped prepare the classrooms and playgrounds on both 
campuses prior to school's start. There is always so much to do in the days before 
school begins and with many hands helping, so much gets accomplished easily and 
well.  
The Tibetan monks returned for a special assembly today where they sang and 
meditated with the students of grades 2-8, and offered a blessing of prosperity. 
Special thanks to Marcus and Miho Pizzorno for this opportunity.  
 
Students Walking or Biking From School? 
The school is responsible for the safety of your children until they are released to 
you each day. If you wish to allow your child to walk or ride their bike home or to 
some other designated after-school location, we will need you to fill out the form for 
that purpose that is in your first day packet. 
 
Communications 
Our primary means for communicating important information to parents is though 
our Weekly Bulletin. We send it out by email if you are on our email list, and provide 
hard copies outside the office if email doesn't work for you. Please read the bulletin 
every week in order to stay informed, and if you change your email address, let us 
know! 
 
From Mr. T ��� 
Welcome back parents and players of the middle school! I'm very excited for  
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Calendar 

 
Wednesday, October 25th:  
3rd & 4th Grade Parent Evening 
5:30-7:30pm in Library 
 
Thursday, October 26th: 
PC Offer: Parent Talk Morning 
8:30-9:30am in Library  
 
Thursday, October 26th: 
Parent Handwork Group  
8:30-10:30am in HW room 
 
Friday, October 27th: 
Portrait Make-up Day 
 
Friday, October 27th: 
SunRidge Foundation Meeting 
8:30am in Library 
 
Mon., October 30th-Tues., October 31st: 
Parent/Teacher Conference  
No School 
 
Monday, November 6th: 
Parent Council Meeting  
7-9pm 
 
Tuesday, Nov. 7th-Thursday, Nov. 9th: 
5th Grade Field Trip to Jug Handle 
 
Wednesday, November 6th: 
2nd Grade Lantern Walk 
 
Thursday, November 9th: 
K-4 Parent Evening Sue Gimple 
“Simple Holidays” 
 
Thursday, November 9th: 
Kindergarten Parent Evening  
6:30-8:30pm (w/ Sue Gimple) 
 
Friday, November 10th: 
No School –Veteran’s Day  
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• 3rd & 4th Grade Parent Evening 
TONIGHT from 5:30-7:30pm in the 
Library 
 

• School will be closed on Monday & 
Tuesday October 30th & 31st due to 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 
Portrait Retake / Make-up Day is THIS Friday, 10/27 
For retakes, children must bring their original prints into the office prior to 
Friday, 10/27. Please indicate what you’d like done differently on the envelope. 
 
For parents who forgot to order or are reordering, please pick up an order slip 
from the office and turn it back in no later than Friday, October 27th. Any forms 
turned in after the 27th will be charged a $20 late fee. 
 
For the reprints because their image is too bright, please email Mariah Smith, 
mariah@mariahsmith.com, before 10/27. You can keep the original prints and 
there will be no charge for the reprints. 
 
Kindergarten After Care Program Announcement & Wish List  
Kindergarten After Care Program Starts NEXT WEEK! Please return completed 
contracts this week so that we can prepare a schedule that serves as many 
kindergarten families as possible. The After Care coordinator is contacting 
families to confirm schedules. We also have a wish list for items that would help 
us in getting started. We ask for Waldorf and Kindergarten friendly to start: 

• Board games 
• Outdoor games 
• Blocks 
• Puzzles 
• Books 
• Household play items 
• Paper & Origami Paper 
• Small canning jars 
• Lovely fabric 
• Cushions/pillows 
• Toaster oven 
• Crockpot 
• Mixing bowls (glass/metal/wood) 
• Wood cutting board 

All items can be dropped off in the aftercare room located in the middle school 
wing. Any questions regarding donations or After Care in general please contact  
Rebekah Graham at (707) 824-8003 or rgraham@twinhillsusd.org.  
 
Lost & Found Donation Day #1 
The first donation day will be Friday, November 3rd. Clothes and other items 
that have been in the lost and found for more than 30 days, for the months of 
August and September will be donated to a local charity at the end of the day on 
Friday. Please make sure to check the lost and found before this Friday and claim 
anything that might belong to your child(ren).   
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Pledges received through 
September: 

$21,145 
 

Pledge Participation Rate:  
46% 

 
In the graph to the right, 
light grey represents the 
pledge revenue that was 

needed to be on track toward 
our annual goal, and the 

dark grey shows the pledges 
received. The amount 
needed to be on track 

through the end of 
September is $33,750. 
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$25,000 

2017-18 Pledge Report 
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Thank you 7th Grade Families! 
A BIG thank you to Carol Schoffer and the 7th grade families for 
pulling together a faculty lunch overnight. It was quite the feast, 
and we owe it all to you!  
 
Charter Council Notes for October 
The SunRidge Charter Council met on October 24th. First, we 
discussed the effects of the fire on our community and heard 
from Ms. Kalen how various classes and the administration have 
been reaching out to and offering support to impacted families. 
Then we learned that several positions at the school have been 
filled, and that After Care will officially begin (phase 1, kinder 
only) on November 1st. We approved a Safe School Plan for 
the coming year that outlines several goals for ensuring a 
healthy, safe school environment (the goals are: suicide 
prevention education training; conducting a safety survey; 
updating emergency response plans; and improving grounds 
safety). We also worked on narrowing down a list of long-term 
goals and wishes to what might be manageable and 
advantageous for the coming year. 
 
The SunRidge Charter Council brings together various 
stakeholders who have the best interests of the school at heart. 
There are currently two openings for parent members to join 
us in our work. If you think you might be interested (and can 
commit to a once-monthly meeting), please come visit an 
upcoming meeting!  
 
Our next meeting is November 14th, at 6pm, in the Handwork 
Room. 
 
Helping Your Child Through The Wildfires 
“Families and communities should not underestimate the 
accumulative effects of evacuation, displacement, relocation, and 
rebuilding. Children’s reactions to the wildfires and their 
aftermath are strongly influenced by how their parents, 
teachers, and other caregivers cope during and after the events. 
They often turn to these adults for information, comfort, and 
help.” Below is a link to the article where this excerpt is from:  
http://www.chopsonline.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/parents_wildfires.pdf  
 
Library News 
We were happy to welcome our 3rd grade to the library for 
the first time today. All the children checked out books and 
seemed delighted to be back in the library. We will also be 
welcoming the 5th grade on Friday of this week for the first 
time. Both classes will be coming every other week.  
 
With the addition of these 2 classes, we could use more 
volunteers to help check books.  Or, if you'd like to work with 
the Library Committee to learn how to enter books in our 
digital system, we'd be very pleased to teach you.  Please 
contact Dianne Namkung at (707) 217-2640 or email her 
at diannenamkung@gmail.com if interested. Thanks! 
 
New Hot Lunch Forms Available! 
The new hot lunch form for November and December is now 
available! Printed copies are outside the office or you can 
download one and print it at home using this 
link: http://www.sunridgeschool.org/hot-lunch-program.html 
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Erin Green, 6th grade parent (and SunRidge Office 
Assistant), will be taking over the administrative aspect of 
the hot lunch program for this school year. Please contact 
her for questions at (707) 235-2331 (text or call) or by 
email: erin.marie.green@gmail.com but not during school 
office hours as this is her volunteer position. 
 
NEW Falling Leaves Festival Update 
We appreciate all of the warmth and community that 
surrounds us during this time. We want everyone to know 
that we are diligently planning a replacement event for all of 
us to come together and celebrate, heal, encourage and be 
inspired by the season and how lucky we are to be alive and 
a part of this special community. 
 
Please feel free to reach out if you have a special request for 
this event and be sure to check the bulletin and future 
update emails for more information. We are hoping to have 
a better idea by the end of this week. Thank you- Parent 
Council 
sunridgeparentcouncil@gmail.com 
 
Come Join Our Parent Handwork Group 10/26 
Handwork gives us an opportunity to express our inner 
state, to memorialize a tragedy or loss.  It promotes healing 
of mind, body, soul and spirit. 
 
Our parent handwork group will resume on Thursday, 
October 26, 8:30-10:30am.  Join us for a creative time or 
just to offer and accept support to one another during this 
hard time for all of us.  It seems an appropriate time to 
brainstorm about another group project. 
 
Site Committee Update 
Thanks to funding from the SunRidge Educational 
Foundation two projects have been completed: 

1. Track: A track on the field now provides a dry 
stable surface for class movement activities. Many 
thanks to Jeremiah James, contractor and parent, 
and Willie Slubik for their great work and attention 
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to details. As an added bonus, electricity was brought 
to the field (for events such as May Faire) and water 
lines were extended to support future gardens.  

2. Middle School Lighting:  O’Rourke Electric 
provided the installation for lighting that highlights 
student artwork displays and fills the space with a 
softer ambient light. Willie, our intrepid and 
treasured site coordinator, enlisted the support of his 
father, Wilhelm and Kathryn Godfrey was his trusty 
assistant to construct the wooden housing for the 
lights. We are soliciting estimates for continuing this 
lighting for the rest of that hallway where 
HomeSchool, developmental/movement, Spanish, and 
Music classrooms are housed.  

Copperfield’s Fundraiser 11/10 & 11/11 
On Friday, November 10th 
and Saturday, November 
11th there will be a Money 
for Schools Fundraising 
weekend at all Copperfield’s 
stores. Our school is signed 
up to receive 20% of all 
purchases on those two 
days when you mention 

SunRidge at the register. Help support our school while you 
shop for the holidays! 
 
SunRidge Piano Students! 
No Piano on: 
October 31, January 16 & February 20 
 
DOUBLE LESSONS (1 hour instead of 30 minutes: 
Tuesdays: November 7, January 23 & February 27 
 
Contact people: 
Harrison Hilla 972-9468  (Teacher) 
Lynn Fleck 824-0307 (Coordinator) 
 

Classified + Community Events 
At the end of every week’s bulletin, a section titled 

Community Events will appear containing happenings in the 
community that may be of interest to SunRidge families. The 

Classified section will follow containing not-for-profit ads 
regarding housing, items for sale, and other community needs. 
Please email your requests for these sections to Makena in the 

SunRidge office mcollin@twinhillsusd.org for review and 
possible placement in future bulletins. Requests should be 

submitted no later than the end of the day on Monday every 
week. 

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 
Moving through Childhood - the role of sport and 
free play in healthy childhood development    
Jaimen McMillan, founder of Spacial Dynamics® and an 
internationally recognized movement expert will discuss the 
importance of free time in children’s lives in this evening 
lecture. 
Thurs Oct 26, 7pm 
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Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm 
677 Willowside Road 
Santa Rosa 
Tickets: $25 at the door 
 
Colorizing Restorative Justice 
Coming up: Free online video chat! Thurs 10/26 
What do equity and inequity look like in your RJ/RP experience? 
How does race or colonization impact RJ/RP and vice versa? 
What are the dangers of RJ/RP being coopted along racial and 
institutional lines? 

  
Colorizing Restorative Justice is an upcoming book project that 
privileges restorative justice practitioners, trainers, generalists of 
color to write about what they believe will make restorative 
justice practices relevant and effective in their communities. 
Want to learn more about how you can participate? Sign up for 
an upcoming free video chat, where you can speak with project 
editor Edward Valandra. 
 
Please email us at ljpress@aol.com to sign up. We will be 
using Google Hangout for this video conversation, so please tell 
us: 
1. What email address we should use to invite you 
2. Which time you would like to participate - 11 AM or 5 PM 
 
Mindful Educators Mini-Retreat 
Saturday, October 28 9am-12pm @ Sonoma County Office of 
Education (5340 Skylane Boulevard Santa Rosa, CA 95403) 

• Meet educators, parents, counselors, and others utilizing 
mindfulness in their work 

• Find support for your personal practice 
• Learn how mindfulness education is growing in the 

North Bay 
• Help create a community of practice in our region 

Special guest speakers include Daniel Rechtschaffen, founder of 
the Mindful Education Institute and the Omega Mindfulness in 
Education Conference, and author of The Way of Mindful 
Education: Cultivating Well-being in Teachers and Students. 
 
Suggested donation: $25.00 or as your means allow. No one 
turned away for lack of funds. Your donation helps support the 
growth of mindfulness education in our region. 
 
Event Hosts: 
1. Chelsea True, Mindful Schools Certified Instructor, Joyful Mind 
Project, Executive Director 
2. Pam Walton, Mindful Schools Certified Instructor, Napa Valley 
Unified School District, Mental Health Clinician 
3. Sarah Wilmarth, Sonoma County Office of Education, Regional 
Program Assistant 
 
North Bay Science Discovery Day 
Saturday October 28 at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds, 10:00 
am to 4:00 pm, free admission and free parking. Have fun learning 
with hands-on science. Robots, animals, rockets, and much more. 
More information at NorthBayScience.org 
 
Summerfield High School Open House Postponed! 
In light of the firestorms, everyone has had to make schedule 
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adjustments for both timing and resource management 
purposes. With respect for the healing and time that families 
need to recuperate, Summerfield High School has decided to 
postpone the High School Open House to Saturday, 
December 9 (in place of last Saturday, October 21). This 
allows for the other area open houses and community events 
to take place with no conflict while still allowing us to 
showcase our school and speak to what we do. 
Families and community members can continue to RSVP 
at http://www.summerfieldws.org/hsopenhouse. 
 
CREDO October News 
To schedule a shadow day for an 8th grader, call Enrollment 
Coordinator, Jodi Boyle, at (707) 794-6004. 
 
All are welcome to join us for an open house this fall. Come 
at 1:00pm on December 2nd. The program will wrap up 
around 4:00pm. Credo is located at 1300 Valley House Dr. 
Suite 100.  
 
Eighth-graders who would like to be included in the first 
lottery round please submit an application by Thursday, 
December 7th. An application for the 2018-19 school year 
will be available on the Credo High website beginning in 
October. 
 
Need Legal Advice? 
A community firm is offering legal representation to anyone 
who may be in need.  It's no or low cost.  They help people 
who work with government agencies such as FEMA, and are 
experts at helping with fire situations. They provide a 
breadth of services/help/resources besides direct legal 
assistance. 
 
Contact Amanda Wiesner: Aweisner@theadlerfirm.com 
Or phone:  650 269-3158 
 
Understanding My Self: A Workshop on Self-
Exploration 
With Don Basmajian @ Summerfield Waldorf School & Farm 
 
Who am I and where am I going? This workshop will explore 
the seven-year cycles of childhood and subsequent seven-
year cycles as a way to understand your own person 
biography.  
 
October 30 & November 6, 3:40-5:00pm 
Fee: $100-$200 
 
Sebastopol Contra Family Dance 
When: Saturday, November 4 from 2-4pm 
What: Dance caller Mike Fynan will lead us through fun, 
simple, easy to learn community dances with live music by 
Plaid Menagerie!  
 
Where: Wischemann Hall (465 Morris St., Sebastopol) 
Cost: $5/individual or $10-$40/family 
**Profits benefit families affected by the fires 
 
Doll Making Workshop 
With Christine Schreier from The Puppenstube we will be 
making a 12” Nicky Doll 
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November 18 from10am-4pm 
Cost is $80 per person, all materials included 
It will take place at SunRidge School 7285 Hayden 
Ave, Sebastopol, CA 95472 

 
**Important: To save your space, checks need to be written 
to SunRidge Education Foundation and either mailed or 
dropped off at the SunRidge School office no later than 
November 11, 2017. 
 
Sponsored by the SunRidge Parent Education Committee & 
SunRidge Education Foundation. For more information please 
email or call Christine at christinespuppenstube@gmail.com 
(707) 774-3396 or Callie Almand at calmand@twinhillsusd.org 
(707) 824-2276.  

 
CLASSIFIED 

(We can list rentals; parents selling used items, free items, lost and 
found, or trades. With the exception of private, after-school care 

available for SunRidge students, we do not list for-profit business ads. 
After 2-3 publications, ads will automatically be dropped) 

 
Seeking a Rental ASAP 
Greetings community, we are a SunRidge family of 4 (Gabriel 
1st, Shiloh 3rd) looking for a rental as soon as possible or by 
12/15. Our landlord lost his job and has to move into our 
current residence. We are looking for a 2+ bedroom, 
preferably in Sebastopol. We have a well-behaved male cat. I 
have experience gardening and can landscape and maintain the 
yard. My partner and I are both healers, including massage, 
coaching and helping people with autism. We have good credit 
and references.  
Thanks Joy Dixon 
707-671-4963 
Joyus34@yahoo.com 
 
House For Rent in Occidental 
A house will be up for rent in mid-November or Dec 1 at the 
latest. It is a 2-bedroom, 1 bath plus a detached bedroom on 2 
acres located 5 minutes from the town of Occidental and 15 
minutes from downtown Sebastopol. Please contact Ann 
Hamilton for more information Ann.Hamilton@sonoma-
county.org 
 
 
Place to Stay for the Holiday 
Hi SunRidge Community! 
It’s your ex-director Mr. Mark here. In case you didn’t know, 
my wife Anne and I moved to San Juan Island in Washington 
last February. We plan to come down for a visit around the 
time of the school’s winter break and are looking for a place 
to stay. Are you taking a trip that time of year and might like 
your house or apartment cared for while away? Or, maybe 
you have a little cottage that could be available for a week or 
two? Our dates are flexible but we’d like to stay at least a 
week that includes Christmas, as we will be celebrating the 
holidays with family in Sonoma. Any ideas, please contact me: 
arkice@sonic.net. 
 
 
 
 


